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From the Exccutive Director
String Academy’s eighteenth year has been flying by with inspirational performances, many
hours of dedicated teaching and learning and lots of fun times. Current and alumni students
have been sharing their talent locally and nationally, including broadcasts on public radio
and television. I hope you enjoy reading about all our year’s activities.
I especially want to welcome new faculty member Jamie Hofman (see accompanying article). He is no stranger to the school as he graduated from SAW in 1996. We are thrilled
to complete the circle of learning and it is a joy to have him on board. Please be sure to meet
(or reacquaint with) Jamie at our next event.
Our annual Scholarship Benefit Concert takes place May 12th in the Peck School of
the Arts Recital Hall. We are looking forward to honoring a very special friend and supporter of String Academy for many years. Dr. Erwin O. Hirsch is our 2008 Arts Leadership
Award recipient. Dr. Hirsch served on the String Academy Board of Directors for many years
and also served as a sonata pianist for String Academy students. Enjoy reading the article
about Dr. Hirsch and the Benefit and be sure to attend on May 12th.
Summer is a wonderful time for students to focus on musical studies, attend outdoor
concerts and even serenade the neighborhood. String Academy summer activities begin
June 16th and will include our popular Festive Week of Strings, cello and violin beginners
program, six week summer session, and teacher training workshops for violin and cello.
Look inside for details and visit www.stringacademyofwisconsin.org for registration and
schedules. Also watch for our summer edition of The Quarter Note to read about graduating
seniors and their future plans, and features on String Academy alumni and faculty.
As String Academy nears its twentieth year, I invite all alumni (and families) to keep
in touch as we are gearing up for some special festivities. We would love to hear from you
regarding your String Academy years, including activities, favorite stories or influences.
The String Academy of Wisconsin is a special place. The faculty and Board of Directors express sincere appreciation to all who have done so much, over the years, to make this
school thrive and flourish. We witness daily that musical study has such a life long impact on
children. To quote Plato: “I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy but most
importantly music, for in the patterns of music and all the arts are the key of learning.”

2008 Scholarship Benefit Concert
We invite you to join us for our eighteenth annual Scholarship Benefit Concert on Monday, May 12th at
7:00 PM in the Peck School of the Arts Recital Hall. This year we will be honoring Dr. Erwin O. Hirsch with
the 2008 Arts Leadership Award. Dr. Hirsch has been a longtime friend and supporter in numerous ways
of the String Academy. He served on the SAW Board of Directors for many years and was also a collaborative sonata pianist for students at the school. The award has been presented annually since 1991 by the
String Academy to an outstanding individual who has made a significant contribution to the Milwaukee
arts community.
Erwin was born in Austria in 1920. After studying in Oxford, England, he came to the U.S. where
he joined his parents and sister in Boston. He graduated from Harvard College in 1942 and from Harvard
Medical School in 1946. Pursuing hematology research, he devised a method that for the first time successfully transfused blood platelets, today a routine procedure. Dr. Hirsch was called into the Army Medical Corps to serve during the Korean War from 1952-1954.
After eight years of private practice in Providence, RI, he followed his increasing interest in medical education at Princeton Hospital in NJ. Called to the Medical College of Wisconsin as Dean of Students,
Dr. Hirsch came to Milwaukee in 1970.
We hope you can join us in honoring Dr. Hirsch at the concert and reception following. The Benefit
concert will feature solo and ensemble performances by current String Academy students. Two of the 2008
SAW concerto competition winners, violinist Katya Papatla and cellist Jacob Wunsch, will be featured as
soloists with chamber orchestra. Proceeds from this event benefit the school’s scholarship fund, which
helps to provide talented financially needy students with the opportunity to study at the String Academy
of Wisconsin. We are excited about this upcoming event which promises inspiring performances and an
enjoyable evening. Call 414-963-4729 for ticket information.
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Tom Springmann: Fond Farewell
The father of three SAW alumni, Tom Springmann, passed away last
May following a brief illness. Tom and his wife, Joyce, were major supporters of the String Academy while their sons Philip, Daniel and John
were students. Tom was a pianist who gave untold hours of his time
serving as a SAW accompanist over many years. Therefore, we find it
fitting to publish a tribute to Tom in this issue of the Quarter Note. We
recently asked Joyce for some details about Tom which we could share
with all of you. The following is what she submitted:
“Tom taught high school Latin and reading for 14 years in the Racine Unified School District. He then joined Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, formerly Aid Association for Lutherans, as a financial associate
and worked there for nearly 24 years.
At SAW Tom played for various Saturday group classes. He always
enjoyed accompanying the groups and also playing for the individual
children when they played solos in group class. Tom also played for
solo recitals and accompanied all three of our own sons when they were
chosen to perform.
Our family all worked together on the annual Flower Sale. As it became increasingly difficult for us to fit all the flowers for our orders in
the car when we picked them up in Milwaukee, we eventually decided
to try to sell enough of them to have the flowers delivered to our house
in Racine. We asked the boys to compose a letter which we sent to our
prospective buyers. Sorting and delivering the orders was time consuming, but fun, and we were always relieved when the flowers and
the orders matched!”
We remember with fondness Tom’s dry sense of humor and recall
many happy memories from the years he and his family were involved
at the String Academy of Wisconsin. Tom definitely left his mark on our
program. He will be missed by the SAW community.

Summer Session 2008
Summer is a special time for string studies. String Academy Summer
programs commence June 16th with Festive Week of String Music,
String Beginners, and the regular six-week Summer Music Session with
individual and group lessons. Sign up now for these fun activities!
Festive Week of String Music, to be led by Jessicca Williams, occurs
June 16-21. Chamber music, string orchestra, technique classes, special
guest artists, and lunchtime electives will keep participants busy in this
week of fun. The student chamber music experience includes informal
performances throughout the week with a final concert and picnic on
Saturday, June 21st.
String Beginners (June 16-July 25) provides a great start for budding
young cellists and violinists. Students begin with a daily group lesson
the first week, and then receive weekly individual and group instruction after that. What a wonderful way for families to share in this new
adventure. Students will perform in the final Summer concert and informal solo recitals.
The Summer Music Session offers individual and group lessons for
all levels this June and July. Please mark your calendars to attend the
Grand Finale Concert on July 23rd at 5:30 pm. Solo recitals and other
special events are also scheduled.

Joyce Litzky Kurnow Legacy Piano Fund
Several years ago, String Academy benefactor Susan Weistrop established
a Piano Fund to honor the memory of her deceased mother, pianist Joyce
Litzky Kurnow. The purpose of the fund was to support the String Academy’s ongoing need to pay trained pianists to play for students in group
classes, solo recitals, and group concerts. The following is a brief biography of Ms. Kurnow:
Joyce Litzky Kurnow was born on June 12, 1916 in the Bronx, New
York to an Eastern-European, Jewish, immigrant family. Her father was
a cutter in the garment industry, a skilled, well-paying position, but he
yearned to have his own business. When these attempts failed, Joyce’s
mother, Anna, went to work in the garment district’s sweat shops from
time to time. Anna loved music and saved enough to buy her daughter an
upright piano and provide her with lessons from the time Joyce was eight
years old. Joyce grew to love the piano, which provided respite from her
two noisy brothers and a fairly difficult home life. She was fortunate to
have an excellent teacher and was giving concerts at Carnegie Hall and
had her own radio program while she was still in her teens.

Despite her exceptional ability, she was unsuccessful in gaining admission to Juilliard. Joyce continued to take lessons and perform, and in her
early twenties she started to take on her own students. In her mid-twenties, she married and put aside her dreams of a career in music. She taught
piano lessons until 1942 when her first child was born. The rest of her life,
she played nearly every day, bringing joy to her children and grandchildren. She also acted as the rehearsal pianist for her synagogue’s choirs, a
chamber group, and a suburban symphony orchestra. She enjoyed helping other musicians perfect and enjoy their music. Her talent escaped her
three daughters, but her grandson, Aaron Weistrop, is a graduate of the
Oberlin Conservatory of Music and a professional musician in Chicago.
Joyce died at the age of 89, having spent the final eight years of her life
in the downward spiral of Alzheimer’s disease. Until her last days, she
would sit at the table in her wheelchair, moving her fingers across the
table as if it were a keyboard. She would be very proud to know that she
is still helping others to experience the joy of creating music.
We appreciate this generous gift to help provide pianists for SAW!

Jamie Hofman:
New Faculty Member
We are pleased to announce the appointment of SAW alum Jamie Hofman to the faculty of the String Academy. Mr.
Hofman is a Milwaukee native and studied with James Przygocki and Mimi Zweig while a student at SAW. He earned
a B.M. in viola and violin performance, in addition to a Performer Diploma in viola, at Indiana University.
Mr. Hofman has been a member of the Louisville Orchestra, Louisville String Quartet, and has served on the
faculty at both University of Louisville and Campbellsville University. He has performed extensively throughout the
U.S., Europe, and Japan, and is on the summer faculty at the Eastern Music Festival. Currently, he is in the viola section
of the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra.
Mr. Hofman says ”I am thrilled and honored to be teaching at the String Academy. I owe so much to my years
attending the SAW as a student, so to now be part of such an excellent and unique institution is extremely fulfilling.
The faculty have quickly become great friends and colleagues, and I am especially delighted and amazed with the
quality of my new students and their parents.”
We invite you to join us in welcoming Jamie back to the String Academy!

Alumni News
Adam Ayers is studying with Uri Vardi at the University of Wisconsin-Madison where he has a
double major in music and mathematics. Asked for his thoughts on his years at the String Academy, Adam wrote: “Not only were lessons helpful, but group and master classes prepared me
for similar situations in college.”
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Alex Ayers made his debut with the Waukesha Symphony last November 4th and 6th as soloist in the Bach E Major Concerto. He is a freshman violin major at Indiana University’s Jacobs
School of Music. This past March, he performed with other IU violinists on the Prairie Home
Companion radio show.
Maiken Knudsen has received a full-time appointment as Operations and Education Coordinator for the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra following her summer 2007 internship. In her new
position, she acted as coordinator for the orchestra’s 2008 Bach Double Competition.
Jeanette Jang is in graduate studies at the University of Michigan. She performed in the Sarasota (FL) Opera orchestra during the 2006/07 winter season.
Last May, Sarah Kapustin won first place in the International Instrument Competition Markneukirchen in Germany. Last summer Sarah performed on a music series in Sitka, Alaska. She is
spending a second year at the Paris Conservatory, completing the chamber music program there
with her piano trio. Sarah will tour once again with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra, and finish
the season as concertmaster of the Orchestra of the Laureates of the Conservatory. Last December Sarah performed with the Orpheus Chamber Orchestra in Carnegie Hall, playing one of the
solos in the Brandenburg Concerto No.3 by J.S. Bach. She has also been invited to tour with the
Marlboro On the Road chamber ensemble in 2009.
Travis Leanna gave his Master of Music in String Pedagogy Lecture Recital on April 21st at the
UWM Peck School of the Arts Recital Hall. Travis has worked with Darcy Drexler in the UWM
String Pedagogy degree program and has taught in the String Academy’s Inner City Music Program at Cass Street School these past two years. Travis was featured in a UWM website article
about the String Pedagogy masters degree program.
Christine Liu performed her Doctor of Musical Arts recital on April 13 at UW-Madison.
Lucia Strother was honored with the Arion Foundation Award for musical excellence and academic excellence at the Nicolet High School Orchestra’s third annual awards banquet held last
May at Nicolet High School. Lucia served as Principal Cello of the 2006-07 Nicolet Chamber
Orchestra. She is currently studying music at Wesleyan College in Connecticut and is principal
cello in the orchestra there.

Concerto Competition
Cellists Christian Morzinski and Jacob Wunsch and
violinists Katya Papatla and Rebekah Ruetz were
named winners in the 2008 SAW Concerto Competition. Christian and Rebekah soloed with the SAW
chamber orchestra on the March 15th Spring Concerts.
Katya and Jacob will be featured soloists at
the May 12th Scholarship Benefit concert. Twentythree students competed this past February. Repertoire for the 2008 Competition was W.H. Squire’s
Danse Rustique, G. Faure’s Elegie for cello, E. Mollenhauer’s Boy Paganini and W. Ten Have’s Allegro Brillante.
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February Practice Competition
String Academy students practiced their way through a very snowy February with a
total of over 72,000 minutes. Rebekah Ruetz was the school winner and Paganini violin
group gained the prize for best overall class average. Individual winners were: Yolotzin Mendez, Justin Leinbach, Makinon Herbert, Orion Meng, Joshua Anumolu, Sita
Agterberg, Clancy Loebl, Deborah Woo, David Cooks, and Phonethip Sangasy.

2007 Violin Teacher Workshop
Last July, violinists and violists from across the United States participated in the twelfth
annual String Academy Teaching Violin to Children workshop. Participants of all ages
and levels of teaching experience enjoyed the busy four-day weekend of lectures,
hands-on learning sessions, round table discussions, performances and demonstrations. String Academy students presented a beautiful welcome concert the first evening and also helped with demonstrations of various technical and musical concepts
throughout the workshop.
String Academy faculty David Anderson, Scott Cook, Darcy Drexler and Founder
Mimi Zweig are presenting Teaching the Violin to Children and Teaching Children the
Cello workshops this coming July 10-13, 2008. These workshops focus on all aspects
of string playing with special emphasis on establishing a solid foundation. Please visit
the String Academy website for workshop and registration information:
www.stringacademyofwisconsin.org

Participants in the 2007 Violin Teacher Workshop

Student News
String Academy students have been busy this year performing over 35 concerts and recitals at
UWM and around Milwaukee. Fall Concerts took place on November 17th at the Peck School
of the Arts Recital Hall. The entire school body performed in concert at Bayshore Town Center
on December 1st. Soloists Katya and Kartik Papatla, Andy Maslowski and Brian Zhang, along
with I Cellisti and Violin Virtuosi groups, gave a performance at the downtown Milwaukee Public Library on December 8th. A group of SAW students presented a pre-concert performance with
solos and group ensembles for the January 27th MSO Kinderkonzert in Magin Lounge at the
Marcus Center for the Performing Arts. The SAW Spring Concerts were presented on March 15th
in the Peck School of the Arts Recital Hall. Each concert featured violin and cello groups along
with two winners of the SAW Concerto Competition. Violinist Rebekah Ruetz performed Mollenhauer’s Boy Paganini and cellist Christian Morzinski performed Squire’s Danse Rustique with
the SAW Chamber Orchestra. Concert repertoire included Folk songs, Irish tunes, and works by
Bartok, Kreisler, Shostakovitch, Handel, Grieg, Schubert, Schumann and Granados.
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Cassidy Franzmeier and Dee Luo were among the winners in the 2008 Milwaukee Symphony
Orchestra’s Bach Double Competition. They performed on the March 2008 MSO ACE concert.
Katya Papatla and Jonathan Yu were featured soloists with the Homestead High School chamber
orchestra last November. They performed the Bach Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 in concert at St.
Boniface Church in Mequon.

2

Chaunte Ross was a semi-finalist in the 2008 Sphinx Competition in Detroit, Michigan. She was
also a finalist in the Madison Symphony’s Concerto Competition and performed with the orchestra on April 2, 2008, in a live public television broadcast.

3

Chaunte Ross was a winner in the 2008 MSO Young Artist competition. Honorable Mention
awards in this competition went to Kathryn Kozera, Katya Papatla, Jacob Wunsch, Daniel Yeager, Jonathan Yu, and Brian Zhang. These six students will perform side-by-side with members
of the MSO at the Pabst Theater on Wednesday, May 14, 2008, and Chaunte will be one of the
three featured soloists.
Linnea Snyder was honored with the Outstanding Junior Award at the Nicolet High School Orchestra 3rd Annual Awards Banquet held last May at Nicolet High School. Snyder served as the
2006-07 Co-Concertmistress of the Nicolet Chamber Orchestra.
Brian Zhang and Dee Luo were Waukesha Symphony 2008 Shining Stars scholarship winners.
They both performed in a recital on April 24, 2008. Brian also won the Oconomowoc Women’s
Club Scholarship.

Faculty News

Scott Cook has been named the Milwaukee Civic Music Association’s
2008 Studio Teacher of the Year. He will be honored at festivities on May
7th. The awards are bestowed on recipients nominated by their peers
and selected by a committee of musicians and community leaders.
Scott Cook taught a master class at Hastings College in Nebraska in
March, 2008.
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1 SAW cellists at the Marcus Center Kinderkonzert.
2 SAW cellists at Bayshore celebrating their fine performance.
3 Chaunte Ross at her performance with the Madison Symphony Orchestra.
4 Oliver Niehaus, with father Mark, warming up for the Bayshore concert.
5 Some of the Escuela Vieau K-8 violinists during their holiday concert.

Darcy Drexler performed with the Milwaukee Symphony Orchestra’s
Composers Quartet in Milwaukee area schools for the MSO’s Artist in
Community Education (ACE) program in January and February.
Jamie Hofman and Darcy Drexler performed concerts in Milwaukee and
Illinois with Great Lakes Baroque Ensemble in January and February.
Wendy Warner has performed numerous recitals and orchestral solo engagements throughout the United States over the past year. These solo
appearances included the Woodstock Festival Orchestra, Roosevelt University Orchestra, Green Bay Symphony, and Jupiter Chamber Players,
among others. She will perform a solo recital on Tuesday, May 20, in the
UWM Peck School of the Arts Recital Hall. Scott Cook will be a guest on
the program.

WCS Cello Day
The Pink Panther as performed
by SAW faculty members
Wendy Wagner second and
Scott Cook fifth from left.

On Sunday, October 21, 2007, seventy-five members of the Wisconsin Cello
Society from throughout the state convened on the UWM campus for the annual WCS Cello Day hosted by SAW and UWM. The Wisconsin Cello Society
is comprised of college and university faculty amateur and professional cellists and cello students of all ages who love and celebrate all things “cello”.
SAW faculty member Scott Cook coordinated and hosted this year’s
all-day event. Wendy Warner from the SAW faculty and Stefan Kartman
from the UWM faculty taught master classes for all levels of students. The

WCS Solo Competition was held simultaneously with judges Scott Tisdel,
Adrian Zitoun, Jane Hollander, Cathy Spann and Braden Zitoun awarding top prizes to Hans Goldstein and Amy Wagner.
The day was capped off with a gala concert by a forty-celli-strong
orchestra in the Zelazo Center playing everything from Elgar to Bile Them
Cabbage Down. There was also a performance of The Pink Panther as arranged by Scott Tisdel and performed by WCS board members, MSO cellists, SAW faculty and UWM students.
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String Academy’s eighteenth year has been flying by with inspirational performances, many
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the Arts Recital Hall. We are looking forward to honoring a very special friend and supporter of String Academy for many years. Dr. Erwin O. Hirsch is our 2008 Arts Leadership
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and also served as a sonata pianist for String Academy students. Enjoy reading the article
about Dr. Hirsch and the Benefit and be sure to attend on May 12th.
Summer is a wonderful time for students to focus on musical studies, attend outdoor
concerts and even serenade the neighborhood. String Academy summer activities begin
June 16th and will include our popular Festive Week of Strings, cello and violin beginners
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schedules. Also watch for our summer edition of The Quarter Note to read about graduating
seniors and their future plans, and features on String Academy alumni and faculty.
As String Academy nears its twentieth year, I invite all alumni (and families) to keep
in touch as we are gearing up for some special festivities. We would love to hear from you
regarding your String Academy years, including activities, favorite stories or influences.
The String Academy of Wisconsin is a special place. The faculty and Board of Directors express sincere appreciation to all who have done so much, over the years, to make this
school thrive and flourish. We witness daily that musical study has such a life long impact on
children. To quote Plato: “I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy but most
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